accidental

Unless something accidental intervened, Sam would someday soon be at the head of Felding-Roth.
除非橫生枝節，Sam 將很快成為Felding-Roth的首腦。
account

I began to bless myself, that such a prodigy of Nature should happen upon my account.

我開始為自己慶幸──慶幸這種天地間的奇事，竟降臨在我身上。
accursed

accursed (adj)
1.
應受詛咒的、注定完蛋的、交厄運的
2.
可惡的、討厭的、糟透的

eg.
This cursed business accursed of God & man, what is it? 

這人神共憤的制度，究竟是什麼來著？

acerbic
acerbic/acerb (adj)

acerbically (adv)
acerbity (n) 


酸的、苦澀的、辛辣的
eg.
Angry, acerbic argument was virtually unknown. 
這樣吹鬍子瞪眼的激辯，可謂前所未有。

It is well known that great scholars have shown the most pitiless acerbity in their criticism of other man’s scholarship.
眾所周知，學者在學術問題上批評別人時，都是尖酸刻薄，毫不留情的。
aching

Daily did feeble old Laertes stand by the shore and gaze with aching eyes far over the waves…
萊爾提斯垂垂老矣，卻仍耐守海邊候歸人。只是望穿秋水人未還……
acid
Suggestions for a second performance later in the day have been scotched by the guards’ acid comment,（尖酸刻薄的言辭） “We’re doing a job, not acting as performing seals.”

acid-tongued

She was not the acid-tongued shrew who defended herself with a vicious vocabulary and a fast lip.

她不是那種饒舌調脣的潑妞，不會用惡言歪理自保。

acquisitive

acquisitive (adj)
（對金錢、財物等）渴望得到的
acquisitively (adv)

迫切求取的、貪婪的

acquisitiveness (n)

求知慾、利慾心

eg.
Be acquisitive of money 
貪財

Be acquisitive of knowledge 
渴求知識

An acquisitive mind 
好學之心

An acquisitive instinct
貪婪的本性
add
Yet concerns about operational safety, though understandable, do not add up to（不會有助於）a damning case against nuclear power.
all

When all is said and done
畢竟、終究

eg.
When all is said and done, it’s your house.

畢竟這是你的家。
angelic
He was fast asleep, looking angelic.
apology
poor apology 
有名無實的 (湊合)

eg.
Many a chef cooks great meals for other people but their own food is often a poor apology. 
–
He is a poor apology for an actor.

他是一名濫竽充數的演員。

arrogance

It was Jackson, in his arrogance, who provided them with the squalid tale that may bring him down. To appropriate one of Jackson’s slogans, his time has gone.

atrophy
atrophy (n)
（醫）萎縮
eg.
Mascular atrophy
肌肉萎縮
awakening

rude awakening
猛然醒覺
eg.
I had a rude awakening when I found myself on the verge of bankruptcy.

我發現自己已到了破產邊緣時，才猛然意識到大事不妙。
bait
To rise to the bait.

上釣、上當

barrel

Over a barrel
受制於人，處於不利地位
eg,
Has someone over a barrel
逼得某人一籌莫展。
bellwether

bellwether (n)
1.
（走在羊群前頭）帶頭的公羊
2.
領袖、指模

eg.
Paris remains the bell-wether of fashion industry.
在時裝行業，巴黎依然保持著開風氣之先的地位。
bend
bend over backwards
（亦可解作）矯枉過正
bent
The Chinese-appointed Hong Kong leadership bent over backwards（竭盡所能）to keep Mr. Jiang’s irritation to a minimum.

beseech

beseech (vt) (besought)

懇求、央求 (implore earnestly)
eg.
I beseech your mercy. 

求你開恩

They besought him to speak the truth.

他們懇求他說出真相
beside

beside the point (beside the mark)

無關緊要

eg.
Whether your brother goes with you or not is beside the point (to me)你哥哥是否和你同行，實在與我何干？
better

As a result of good health, long life, I have tromped and traveled around this world for the better part of (大部分)ninety years.

bigwig
bigwig (n)
（口）大人物 (c.f. Potentate)

bizarre

Amid the action and reaction of so dense a swarm of humanity, every possible combination of events may be expected to take place, and many a little problem will be presented which may be striking and bizarre without being criminal.

人心難測。在一片爾虞我詐之中，什麼光怪陸離的事都會發生；有些事情儘管荒誕得令人瞠目結舌，但也未必是犯罪行為。
blithe

blithe (adj)

blithely (adv)
blitheful (adj)
blitheness (n)
1.
歡樂的，愉快的

2.
漫不經心的、無憂無慮的、漠不關心的

eg.
Blithe unconcern 
漠不關心

–
A blithe indifference to anyone’s feelings 
毫不考慮別人的感情
blithesome (adj)
歡樂的、輕快的

eg.
Blithesome nature

樂天本性
blue

A Malaysian investment company announced out of the blue（出人意表地）in late May that it was buying a controlling stake in a publishing group called Nanyang Press Holdings.

boil
boil down to 
歸根為、表明是、意味

Cobuild:
If you say that a situation, issue or question boils down to a particular thing, you mean that this is the most important thing in the situation, issue or question. 
What it boils down to is a little word called ”love”. 
歸根起來，那可以用一個叫做“愛”的小小的字眼加以說明。

What it all seemed to boil down to was money.

歸根究柢，最重要的問題是“錢”。
boon
boon (n/adj)

思惠、裨益、非常有用的東西
eg.
He asked a boon of the king. 
他請求國王的恩澤

A boon companion 
一起尋歡作樂的好友

A boon nature 
寬厚的性格

Whether the new technique is to be boon or bane how it is used.
這項新技術帶來的是利還是弊，要看如何應用它。
bottom
Bet one’s bottom dollar.

1.
孤注一擲
2. 絕對有把握地打賭。

break

break a fly (butterfly) on a wheel
殺雞用牛刀，浪費氣力
bridge
I clasped her small hand while we related the stories of our lives, trying to bridge the thirty-year span that separated us.

browbeat

browbeat (vt)

厲聲地威逼、嚇唬

eg.
Browbeat someone into submission.
威逼某人屈從。
brunt

Either way, it is Washington’s two closest allies in East Asia-Japan and Australia – that are likely to feel the brunt of Beijing’s displeasure if they side with Washington against China.

bulwark

Most important, the rainforest is also a bulwark（保護物）against global warming, you cannot chop it down or burn it without running large climatic risks.

bulwark

bulwark

(n)
保障、支柱

(vt)
保衛、保護

eg.
A bulwark of freedom. 
自由的支柱。

His faith bulwarked him through the crisis.

他的信念使他安然度過危機。
buoyant

buoyant (adj)

buoyantly (adv)
buoyantness (n)

1.
上升的，上漲的
2.
輕鬆愉快的、樂天的、懷有希望的

eg.
A buoyant stock market.

A man cheerful of face and buoyant of spirits.

一個臉帶笑容心情愉快的人。
capacious
capacious (adj)
容量大的
eg.
A capacious mind 
廣闊的胸襟。

–
Capacious appetite.
食量大。
cards

in/on the cards 
很可能的、可能發生（源於紙牌算命）

eg.
Even if the two parties do sit down together, a stormy stalemate is in the cards. 
即使雙方真的一起坐下來進行談判，也很可能會出現一個激烈爭吵相持不下的局面。

It’s on the cards that income tax will be abolished.

入息稅可能要廢除。
casuistry
casuistry (n)
(复casuistics)
詭辯
chance

Do I stand a chance?

我有沒有機會?

change
sea change (n)
重大的改變、巨變、根本的改變
eg.
Anson Chan’s departure will mark a sea change in the political culture of Hong Kong.

child

love child
私生子
chip

chip away at
削弱、損害

Further hearings chipped away at Hill’s credibility.

聽證會開得越多，希爾的信譽便越差。
chips
People in the chips.

有錢人

chips

When the chips are down.
在關鍵時刻，在危機時刻

eg.
When the chips are down, he will go to any length to save his own neck.

在危急存亡之秋，他甚麼都幹得出來。

chord
Something about her posture and the roundish flat face struck a chord from long ago.

closed
A closed mouth catches no flies.

閉上的嘴不惹禍。(多言多敗)

coddle
coddle (vt)
悉心照料、溺愛
eg.
Coddling children when they are sick.
cognizance

However distasteful it may be for him (Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon), he should take cognizance（承認）of the fact that most of the world, including Israel’s closest friends, see an end to settlement building（殖民）as part and parcel of an end to ever escalating violence.

cold
She has also expressed concern in private that Hong Kong is increasingly seen as a place where Beijing – friendly businessman are given government backing and bank finance for their endeavours while others are left out in the cold (被冷待).

collision

Take for example Wahid’s attempts to amend provisions in the central bank law guaranteeing the institution’s independence, which have set the country on a collision course with the IMF.

colours

haul down one’s flag/colours.
偃旗息鼓、投降
come

Stanford obtained a DNA to establish the Jackson’s paternity, and he quietly agreed to pay her $3,500, where I come from, they call that hush money(掩口費).

come
come to pass
發生、實現

eg.
Strange things come to pass in troubled times. 
亂世出怪事
–
His hopes of success did not come to pass.
他成功的希望落空了。
concomitant

concomitant (adj/n)

相伴的、伴隨的(concurrent) 
concomitantly (adv)

相伴物、伴隨物

concomitance (n) (accompaniment)

eg.
Disease is a concomitant with poor sanitation. 
疾病是不講究衛生所造成的。

I was aware of the high moral standards concomitant with the name I bore. 

Moodiness is a common concomitant of growing up.

conflict
The conflict of interest between his own business and affairs of state would be gargantuan（非常巨大的）
congeal
congeal (vt/vi)

1.
使凍結
2.
使固定、使一成不變、使癱瘓
eg.
His very blood was congealed. 
他全身的血液都凝結了（被嚇呆）。(他給嚇得心膽俱裂)

Some philosophic systems lost their vitality and became wholly congealed. 
有些哲學體系失去了生命力，變得完全彊化了。
The mixed emotion of the masses congealed into an antiwar sentiment.

群眾的種種感情，凝聚成反戰情緒。
conjure

Whenever someone mentions the theory of relativity, we automatically conjure up images of a gray-haired Albert Einstein, hard at work in his study, pencil in hand.

convulse

Those were the months immediately preceding the Cultural Revolution which was shortly to convulse（震撼）China.

copious

copious (adj)

copiously (adv)
copiousness/copiosity (n)
1.
豐富的、充裕的 (abundant)
2.
內容翔實豐富的

3.
淊淊不絕的、冗長的

4.
多產的

eg.
copious food and drink 
豐富的飲食。

–
A copious harvest 
豐收。

–
Cry copiously. 
涕淚漣漣。

–
A copious writer 

多產的作家。

–
Take copious notes at a meeting.

在會上作詳盡的記錄。
counterpoise
counterpoise (vt/n)
平衡

coy

coy (adj)
coyish (adj)
coyishness (n)
coyly (adv)
coyness (n)

1.
害羞的
2.
含糊其詞的

eg.
He goes coy with the allusion to his crime. 
凡聽到有人影射他們的罪行，他便羞愧難當。

A politician coy about his intentions.

對自己意圖不願直言的政客。
crest

On the crest of the/a wave. 
在最得意的時候、走運地。

Ride the crest 
處於最高峰、走運。

One’s crest falls. 
垂頭喪氣、倒楣。

eg.
They ended the year on the crest of a wave though it has started badly. 
儘管年初的情況不怎麼好，但他們漸入佳境，在年底取得碩果累累。

他們勝利地結束了這一年，儘管開始的情況很糟。

He is riding the crest of a wave of popularity.

他的聲望如日中天。
crestfallen

crestfallen (adj)

垂頭喪氣的& browbeaten（遭到厲聲斥責）
crevice

crevice (n)

裂縫、罅隙
cue

Take one’s cue from somebody

學某人的樣、聽某人的勸告。
dalliance
dalliance (n)
放蕩、調情、打情罵俏
dance
To dance attendance on someone.
對某人大獻殷勤

darken
To darken someone’s door.

（通常用於否定句）登門造訪、跨進門檻
eg. Never darken my door again.

永遠不許你再踏進我的門。

decently

We left as soon as we decently could.

在保持（自己／他人）的體面下，盡快離開。
deep

Step off the deep end.
貿然行事。

介入自己並不了解的事。
defining
Happiness defies defining.

每個人對快樂都有不同的定義。

déjà vu
déjà vu（法）
1.
似曾經歷的錯覺
2.
（過分熟悉的或令人不快的）已見／已知的事物
demented

Every living creature there held life as of no account and was demented（瘋狂）with a passionate readiness to sacrifice it.
每一個活人都已把生死置之度外，熱情地作好了獻身的準備。
din
Scandals from the average family will not kick up a din（引起喧嘩，引起騷動）among the public whereas accidents from the best-regulated and respectful families will certainly makes waves for front-page news.
dingy

dingy (adj)

1.
暗淡的、無光澤的
2.
名譽不好的、品德可疑的、不體面的、玷污的

3.
骯髒的

4.
（人）邋遢的、衣衫襤褸的
disaffected

Recruiting illiterate, disaffected young people （叛逆青年） giving them guns and letting them loose is an all-too-easy game in this part of West Africa.

discursive

discursive (adj)
discursion (n)
discursively (adv)
discursiveness (n)

離題的東拉西扯的 (opposite: germane)

disgruntled

But as Stanford notes, there are plenty of disgruntled（不滿的）former Rainbow staff members who “hate Jesse and want to destroy him” so much that they didn’t need cash as an incentive to spill what they knew(說出內情).

divest

divest (vt))

divestible (adj)
divestiture (of)

1.
使脫去，使卸下(of)
2.
使擺脫(of)

3.
迫使放棄、剝奪…的權利(of) (c.f. deprive)

eg.
They divested the pretended policeman of his uniform.
他們剝去了那個冒牌警察的制服。
The citizens were divested their right to vote. 

這些市民被剝奪了投票權。

Divest oneself of one’s responsibility. 卸責

He has divested himself of all the prejudices.
他已經拋棄了所有偏見。

I cannot divest myself of the fear.
我無法擺脫恐懼。
drab
drab (n/adj/vt)

drably (adv)
drabness (n)

單調乏味的、無生氣的、無光彩的
eg,
A drab life (story) 
單調的生活 (c.f. Prosaic)

A drab society 
死氣沉沉的社會

A drab courtroom 
色調灰暗的法庭
ease
Many Americans are increasingly ill at ease (對…感到不安)with the practice of death.

eking
Eking (eke) out an existence with（竭力維持生活）$300 a month.

emasculate
emasculate (vt/adj)

emasculation (n)
emasculative (adj)

1.
閹割、將...去勢
2.
使無力、使柔弱、使無男子氣

eg.
The application of martial law emasculated the labour movement 
戒嚴令的實施使工人運動不能有力開展。

(戒嚴令把工運打壓下來／在戒嚴令之下，工運變得雷聲大、雨點小。)
embalm

embalm(vt)
1.
進行防腐處理
2.
使不腐杇、使不能遺忘

eg.
His memory is embalmed in the hearts of his people.
他永遠被銘記在人民心中。
encomiums

Heartfelt encomiums（高度讚揚、頌詞）filled the newspaper the day after her death.

endearing

He had the endearing trait（惹人喜愛的性格）of asking questions and acknowledging answers.

他有一種既喜愛發問，又有問必答的可親可愛的脾性。
enthusiast

The idea was obviously sound. All it needed was an enthusiast (熱中者).

enveloped

The city horizon was enveloped in a haze of dull yellow pollution.

exact
And here, we would hope that American’s return to talks with Pyongyang will exact (向…索取)from Kim Jong Il what he already owes.

excoriate
excoriate (vt)
嚴厲指責，痛斥
excoriation(n)

痛詆、痛罵
executed

For many people on both side of the debate (whether McVeigh should be executed), the answer is alarmingly simple and instinctive.

faculties
Collect one’s faculties

定下神來、鎮定下來
favour
Proponents of new nuclear-power stations make three arguments in their favour.
feathers
Make the feathers fly
引起爭吵
fence
And on the same day demonstrators threatened to march to Malacanang (Manida’s Presidential residence), Arroyo told reporters that “there was going to be a power grab,” and that she had warned her alleged opponents: “I can crush you.” The irony is that we recall another power grab less than four months ago, what a difference being on the other side of the fence makes (地位變了，一切都截然不同).

fiat
fiat (n)

1.
命令、法令
2.
批准、授權

3.
（思想上的）決斷、裁決

eg.
Act under the fiat of the king. 
由國王授權履行職責

The fiat of conscience.
出於良心驅使的決定
figleaf

figleaf/fig leaf/fig-leaf (n)

1.
無花果樹葉

2.
（喻）遮羞布

eg.
Their new constitution was a figleaf to conceal their betrayal of the masses.

新憲法是掩飾他們背棄人民的遮羞布。
finger

By the finger of god.

靠神力

Stick/have a finger in every pie.
多管閒事

Have/keep one’s fingers crossed.

祈求好運

eg.
I’ll keep my fingers crossed for you.

fingers

Americans and Europeans in NATO have their fingers crossed that stronger patrols on the Kosovo-Macedonia border, to cut supplies to the rebels, will suffice.

fits

by fits and starts 

間歇地、一陣一陣地、時作時輟地

eg.
you will never get anywhere if you study just by fits and starts. 
如果你學學停停，你將永遠學不好。

There is no easy way of coping with orders that come in fits and starts throughout the year.

flagging
flagging (adj)
1.
下垂的
2.
衰弱的、疲倦的、萎靡不振的

eg.
Flagging spirits.
Flagging morale.
A flagging hope.
逐漸消失的希望

Flagging economics.
萎縮的各國經濟
flinty

flinty (adj)

flinting (adv)

flintiness (n)

非常堅硬的、非常強硬的、堅定不移的、固執的
eg.
A flinty character
不屈不撓的性格
fly
A fly in the ointment
瑕疪；掃興的東西

A fly on the wall
不被察覺的觀察者

A fly on the wheel
自高自大的人
foible
foible (n)
、瑕疵、弱點、（性格上的）小缺點

fold

Welcome someone back into the fold 
恢復某人的會籍

Receive someone back into the fold 
重新接納某人入群

Return /come back to the fold
重回老家、重回舊組織
force

Force someone’s hand 
（在某人未作好准備或不願意的情況下）迫使某人行動／表態。(c.f. railroad someone into doing something)
eg.
We must find a way to force their hand.

我們必須設法迫使他們採取行動。
gargantuan
gargantuan (adj)
巨大的
eg.
a gargantuan task
巨大的任務
germane

germane (adj)

germanely (adv) = relevant

germaneness (n)

（對問題等）有密切關係的、恰當的
ghoul

ghoul (n)

以殘忍／恐怖勾當為樂的人。

ghoulish (adj)

ghoulishly (adv)
ghoulishness (n)

殘忍的、恐怖的

eg.
… their ghoulish desire for grisly details.

A ghoulish smile.

gift
Not every gift is a gift, not every smile is a smile, and all those who come to you with a flower are not all for what the flower is usually meant.
give

Give the game away

露馬腳、泄漏秘密

eg.
What are the clues that give the game away?

giveaway

giveaway (adf/n)

giveaway (v)

無意泄漏／無意泄漏的事物

A dead giveaway 
徹底的暴露

eg
His short moustache was a dead giveaway that he was a Japanese.

他那仁丹小胡子徹底暴露他是個日本人。
gloriously

The quality of the writing is so gloriously （＜諷＞極度）and innocently bad that the entire magazine could easily pass as a satire written by a clever member of a high school debating team.

這本書的寫作質量糟糕至極，人家隨時會把整本雜誌當作是某個聰明的高中辯論隊隊員的諷刺之作。
glum
glum (adj)

glumly (adv)
glumness (n)
1.
悶悶不樂的、憂郁的、愁悶的
2.
死氣沉沉的、淒涼的

eg.
A room full of important glum people 
聚滿愁眉不展的要人的一間屋子
–
A glum manufacturing area. 
死氣沉沉的工業區
–
Glum news
令人沮喪的消息
goodly

goodly (adj)
相當程度的、相當大／多的
eg.
Leaders of this group use a goodly portion of their publication for their various announcements. 
He sold the car for a goodly sum.

grant
As for those who returned suspicion for kindness I grant them their different personality.

gravy
gravy train 

美差、肥缺

–
Ride the gravy train
輕易地賺大錢

greater

(Talking about crashes between Palestinians and Israelis) violence has been answered with ever greater violence: the victims this week included a Palestinian baby and two Israeli boys; Israeli commanders now have umbrella（全面的、包括一切的）permission to storm into Palestinian area.

greeted

What greeted my eyes was an unbelievable scene of chaos.

grandiloquence

grandiloquence (n)

grandiloquent (adj)

大言不慚、誇張、做作
grime

grime(n/vt) (uc)

污垢，骯髒混亂
（道德上的）污點
eg.
The grime of the slums.
貧民窟的混亂
gullible

gullible (adj)

易受騙的、輕便的
gullibility (n) (uc)

易受騙的本質
hanker
hanker (vi)

渴望
eg.
However much we may hanker after comfort and security, we have to face reality. 
· The miracle I hankered for did happen after all.

heart

A heart of flint (flint hearted)
鐵石心腸
heart

Not until last year’s presidential campaign, when Jackson worked his heart out (傾盡全力). To help produce the huge black turnout that nearly put Al Gore in the White House, did he regain some of his old magic.

heaven
When a person gets rich, they are beside themselves, as if heaven were only created for them.
heels
This came on the heels of other good news for the nuclear cause.
henchman
henchman (n)
心腹、左右手
hermetic

hermetic (adj)

1.
密封的

2.
隱居的、不受外界影響的

3.
神秘的、深奧的、難以理解的

hold
Your claim that the Council of Ministers has more legitimacy than the European Parliament does not hold water.
（經不起考驗、站不住腳）

hour
France’s Alcatel and America’s Lucent broke off at the 11th hour merger talks that would have led to the creation of the world’s largest telecom – equipment maker.

humour

humour (vt)

1.
遷就、迎合、縱容

2.
順著...的自然情勢行事

eg.
A sick person has to be humoured 
He had bought it to humour Julie. 
There was nothing to do but humour her when she’s in one of those moods. 
當她處於這樣的心情時，只能遷就她。

Don’t force the lock, you must humour it.

開這把鎖不要硬來，得巧幹。
hush

hush money
封嘴錢、緘口賄、（粵）掩口費
illiberal

As John Stuart Mill argued, the death penalty is not inherently illiberal（偏執的、狹隘的）; when the states executes a murderer, it is not because it holds life in low regard but precisely because it holds the lives of those that the murderer dispatched（殺死）in such high regard. All punishment contains an element of retribution, as well as representing a statement by society. Execution is the strongest statement you can make.

illiberal

illiberal (adj)
illiberality (n)
illiberally (adv)
illiberalness (n)

1.
狹隘的、偏執的、不容異說的
2.
吝嗇的、小器的

3.
（法律等）嚴格的、拘泥字句的、不自由的

粗鄙的、下流的
impregnating

Impregnating Karin Stanford (an assistant of Jesse Jackson) wasn’t a minor ethical lapse.

ire

ire (n) (vt)
ireful (adj) 
irefully (adv) 
irefulness (n) 

憤怒、發怒的、盛怒的。
eg.
Arouse someone’s ire
激起某人的怒火
lam(美俚)

On the lam
潛逃中
Take it on the lam
倉粹出逃、遠走高飛
lay
To lay hands on oneself

自殺

lease
Get a new lease in life.
（大病痊愈後或煩惱消除後）愉快和更有生氣的新生活。

leverage
leverage (n)
影響力、手段、優勢
eg.
Exert powerful leverage on both internal and foreign policy 
對國內外政策施加強有力的影響。

· I’m afraid I have no leverage with the committee.

lilting

lilting (adj) 

1.
有節奏的
2.
輕快的、歡樂的

eg.
A lilting voice. 

A lilting stride

line

The former state-owned oil giant, Elf Aquitaine, was convicted of managing a slush fund（行賄基金）to line the pocketsof influential people(塞到要人的口袋裡去).
lock
Lock the stable door after the horse has been stolen.
賊去關門（無補於事）
lost

There is no love lost between them. 
他們之間並無好感，互相厭惡

eg.
There was no love lost between the two brothers. 
兩兄弟彼此厭惡。

Recently there has been less love lost than ever between them.

最近他們之間的惡感更甚從前。
love

In fact, I still felt young, with a love for life and its challenges and pleasures.  My life has been rich because it has been filled with problems to solve and associations to savour. I have wrestled with dilemmas large and small. I have known something of discouragement and, on a few occasions, have felt the exhilaration of achievement. I feel a great sense of gratitude for the marvelous and generous blessings of the Almighty. 
(Gordon Hinckley: Standing for something)

love

love in a cottage
清貧而和諧的愛情（或婚姻）生活

lovelorn

lovelorn (adj)
受愛情折磨的、失戀的
因失戀而憔悴的
lovesick

lovesick (adj)

lovesickness (n)
害相思病的、為情所困的
相思病

low
But does he really think I’d stoop so low（變得如此卑下）as to talk behind his back to curry favour with Niang? Is Gregory’s opinion of me really that deplorable?

make
Cannot make either head or fail of (完全不明所以)something.
Many
Many men, many minds.

人多心不齊

martyrdom

Clear lines are hard to draw. But there is one practical reason to spare Mr. McVeigh. It would deprive him of what he aspires to most : martyrdom.

miffed

miffed (adj)

微怒的

miff (n)

發脾氣

eg.
In a miff.

在生氣。
minnow

minnow (n)
微不足道的人／物
minnow

A Triton among the minnows
鶴立雞群

Throw out a minnow to catch a whale.

捨小魚釣大魚
money

Not for love or money
（用於否定句）無論怎樣也不、不管出多大代價也不

eg.
He wouldn’t tell me for love or money.
他怎樣也不肯告訴我。

She can’t find a flat for love or money.

她千方百計就是沒法找到一套房間。
morose

morose (adj)

陰鬱的、脾氣不好的、孤僻的
morosely (adv)

古板嚴肅

moroseness (n)
morosity (n)
eg.
Heathcliff followed, his accidental merriment expiring quickly in his habitual moroseness.

希克辰先生跟了進來，他難得流露的喜色很快又消失在終年的陰鬱中了。
motion
National leaders who approve and set in motion the strategies (執行這些策略)must be held accountable.
needles
There are people who feel on pins and needles（坐立不安、如坐針氈）when they run into a discouraging situation, cursing their fate instead of putting up a bold front（勇敢地面對）to the setbacks and obstacles. And most importantly, if these people do not keep a stiff upper lip（堅強不屈）, they might stop halfway, abandoning the final success that they deserve.
nimble
nimble (adj)

nimbleness (n) 
nimbly (adv)

1.
靈活的、敏捷的
2.
聰明的、機智的

eg.
A nimble reply 
巧妙的回答

Have a nimble tongue 
能說會道
nitpick
nitpick (vi/vt)

找茬兒、挑剔、吹毛求疪
eg.
Don’t nitpick over such trifles.
別在這些小事上鑽牛角尖
non-starter
non-starter (n)
1. 未能參加比賽的人
開端失利的人
2. 無用的人／物
無成功希望的人／事

3.
不設實際的想法

eg.
We wanted to buy a car, but that was a non-starter; we hadn’t money.
我們想買一部汽車，但那是妄想，因為我們沒有錢。
non-starter
Thus, licensing the Windows source-code to other software companies or PC makers, so that they could develop their own versions is a non-starter.
（不設實際的想法，不會成功的事情）
not

More often than not, he dozed off.(他時常瞌睡)

noose

Run one’s neck into the noose

自投羅網、作繭自縛。
obliterate

obliterate (vt)

obliteration(n)
obliterable (adj)

1.
擦掉...的痕跡
2.
消滅

3.
忘掉、忘卻
eg.
Anne was eager to obliterate her error.  
安妮希望忘卻她的錯誤。

Obliterate the memory of one’s former disgrace.

忘掉往日的羞辱。
occasion

Rise to the occasion
起而應變，得體地應付突如其來的情況，善於應變。

eg.
Jane was surprised when the principal handed her the prize, but she rose to the occasion with a speech of thanks.

當校長向簡頒獎時，她感到十分意外，但她發言致謝，得體地應付了過去。
offence
Much babbling is not without offence.
言多必失。
one
I, for one, would welcome another good and serious argument with my mother, because even if we had our disagreements, they were an occasion for us to exchange feelings. The downside is that you come to this realization only after you have experienced this loss. (The mother had passed away)

oscillate
oscillate (vi/vt)

oscillatory (adj)

1.
來回搖動

2.
（心意）游移不定 (c.f. vacillate) 猶豫

other

The two (Sharon & Peres) share a historic past: they were both derring-do protégés of Ben-Gurion in Israel’s early years, the one a soldier, the other a civilian.

outside

This diamond is the largest and best stone outside the British crown jewel, “the African Star.” (除了African Star之外)

palliate
palliate (vt)
palliation(n)

palliative (adj)
palliatively (adv)
palliator (n)

1.
減輕、緩和（痛苦、疾病）

2.
掩飾（罪過等）
par
The European Convention on Human Rights, signed by 39 countries, bans execution, putting it on a par（將它等同於）with genocide and torture.

parley

parley (n/vt/vi)

會談、談判
eg.
Beat (sound) a parley
擊鼓要求談判。
parvenu

parvenu (n)
暴發戶
pass
If the alliance is to fall apart, it will be either because America’s interests cease to be congruent with Europe’s or because the two sides carelessly allow their friendship to fall into disrepair. Fortunately, neither of those developments has yet come to pass（發生）

.
pasture

send/put out to pasture.

（口）使離職、使退休

eg.
They were so old, they should have been put out to pasture years ago.

他們如此年邁，多年前就該叫他們退休了。
pastures

pastures new/newer pastures/greener pastures 
（喻）好地方，更好的職位

eg.
She departed for newer and rusher pastures in Europe.

她動身到歐洲奔赴更好的前途去了。

He stepped out of office and sought pastures new.

他辭去公職另謀高就。
patron
patron saint
1.
守護神、主保聖人
2.
創始人、最高典範

eg.
The patron saint of hunters.

peaceful
If one has great material possession, he may be devoid of a peaceful heart.
peccadillo
peccadillo (n)
輕罪，過失，小錯誤
peddling
Anad Mr. Berlusconi, peddling（推銷）amiability and showmanship（主持演出的技巧／善於表演的能力）, has persuaded many Italians that he at least stands for something new. We show that in the central matter of probity that is not so.

peerless
peerless (adj)
無比的、無可匹敵的、絕世的
eg.
A princess of peerless beauty

美麗無比的公主
peg

Take someone down a peg (or two)

煞煞某人的威風。
penultimate

penultimate (adj)

倒數第二的
perfection

The race for perfection has no finish line.

pesky

pesky (adj)

惱人的、討厭的、麻煩的

eg.
Pesky flies
討厭的蒼蠅

A pesky problem

棘手的問題
petrify

petrify (vt)
1.
使化為石
2.
使冷酷、使麻木

3.
使發呆、使嚇呆、使茫然

eg.
He was petrified with fear.

他嚇得發呆。
pixilated

pixilated (adj)
1.
精神有點失常的
2.
頭腦的
3.
古古怪怪的
plaintive

plaintive (adj)

傷心的、表示悲傷的、悲哀的

Cobuild:
A plaintive sound, voice, question etc is sad and high-pitched. 
eg.
A plaintive song.
哀歌
play

Play into someone’s hands 
幹對某人（常指對手）有利的事情。

eg.
The most regrettable consequence of the episode is that it has played straight into the hands of the right-wing members of Congress who like to believe that the UN and all its doings are resolutely opposed to the us.

plug

pull the plug 
斧底抽薪、揭露別人、製造麻煩
eg.
When they killed Dad, they pulled the plug on everything that held the family together.
他們殺了爸，從而把維繫家庭的一切關係全毀了
point

What all these equations point to is(所有這些方程式要說明的是) an equivalent of mass and energy.

poised
But America seems determined to pursue its own selfish interests, so much so that it is poised to deny the world its right to peace.

polarization

There was a polarization of opinions in the debate.

poser

poser (n)

故作姿態的人、裝腔作勢的人
poser
poser (n)

把人難住的問題、難題
predisposition
predisposition (n)
傾向、偏好、意向 (c.f. penchant, leaning)

prevaricate

prevaricate (vi)
prevarication (n)
prevaricatory (adj)

支吾、搪塞、推諉、含糊其辭

eg.
Compel someone to negotiate seriously rather than prevaricate.

迫使某人認真地談判而不是一味搪塞。
pride

Put one’s pride in the pocket = swallow one’s pride 
抑制自尊心做平常會使自己感到屈辱的事

c.f.
pocket an insult.
忍受侮辱

Pocket one’s pride
壓折自尊
proffer

proffer (vt/n)

提供、提出、給予、建議

eg.
He proffered to lend me a bike. 
She had already proffered her resignation.

propitiate

propitiate (vt)
proitiative (adj)
propitiatory (adj)
propitiation (n)

propitiable (adj)

1.
撫慰、使息怒 = appease, placate,
2.
謀求…的好感

Cobuild:
If you propitiate a person or a god, you stop them being angry or impatient by doing something to please them. 
eg.
Offer sacrifice to propitiate the gods. 
供奉犧牲以慰諸神

–
He knew an abundance of simple acts to propitiate and invite the approaches of the little people.

他擅長許多博得兒童歡心和吸引他們的小招數。
propriety

propriety (n)

1.
（行為等的）適當、得體

2.
(proprieties)正當的行為、禮貌

eg.
Look not at what is contrary to propriety; listen not to what is contrary to propriety; speak not what is contrary to propriety.

非禮勿視、非禮勿聽、非禮勿言
Providence

At the mercy of Providence

（上帝）聽天由命
purports

They send me a publication which purports（聲稱）to be educational.

pusillanimity

pusillanimity (n)
pusillanimous (adj)

pusillanimously (adv)
pusillanimousness (n)

膽怯的、優柔寡斷的(cowardice)

put upon
put upon

利用、佔便宜、欺騙、使成為犧性品

put-upon(adj)

被欺騙的、被利用的、被虐待的

eg.
Mary is so good-natured that her friends constantly put upon her.
He’s always put upon. 
他老是上當。
He is sorely put upon.

他深受欺凌。
pyromaniac

pyromaniac (n)

縱火狂者
quarter

A bad quarter of an hour

難熬的片刻、短暫的不快經歷。
quartered
“I went out to Charing Cross to see Major- General hanged, drawn, and quartered（肢解）” Samuel Pepys casually noted in his diary on October 13th 1660.（drawn and quartered開膛分屍）
quarters

Ask/cry for quarters 
求饒。

Give quarters 
饒命、饒恕。

eg.
Give no quarters to the enemy. 
決不寬容仇敵。

Receive quarters

被饒命。
rambling

rambling (adj)

（文章等）散漫蕪雜的、不連貫的(雜亂無章)

eg.
A rambling speech/letter/essay.

raspberry
raspberry (n)（俚）
舌頭放在唇間發出的聲音（表示嘲弄）輕蔑，嘲弄或輕蔑的恣態
eg.
Get a raspberry
受到輕蔑
rationalized

I rationalized my marriage by telling myself that most arranged marriages in China would have started out the same way. After all, every marriage is a gamble and living together with anybody must involve daily compromises.

recoup

To recoup（取回）a cost.

refighting
All those arguments about web browsers… date from a bygone age; the talk now is of web-services platforms…Is not breaking Microsoft up merely refighting yesterday’s wars?

register

register (vt)
1.
達到、獲得

Cobuild:
If someone registers something such as a victory or a success, they achieve it, for example in an election or other contest. 
eg.
The Party would probably register a significant advance in the forthcoming elections.

England registered their first win of the competition last night. 
2.
意識到，注意到、使留下印象、記住

eg.
Tired as I was, I registered that he was startlingly handsome. 
Her beauty was registered in my memory. 

她的美麗在我記憶中留有印象。

3.
表示、表達

eg.
Thousands joined the march to register their opposition to the cuts in education. 
4.
（面容等）流露、顯出

eg.
Her face registered shock. 
她臉上露出驚恐之色

Their expressions registered the relief they felt. 

renegade
renegade (n/adj)

renegation (n)

變節者／背叛的
reprise

reprise (n/vt)

重演、再現
eg.
A reprise of the 1990 election.

resorted

While most other civilized countries have forsaken the death penalty, the United States has increasingly resorted to it, placing itself alongside countries such as Congo, Iran and China

round
But Mr. Berlusconi soon found a way round this ruling.
找到避免制裁的方法
rummage

rummage (vt/vi)

翻尋、到處找、仔細檢查

eg.
He rummaged all his pockets before he found it.  He rummaged his brain for a reason.

他苦苦思索，尋找原因。
saints
All are not saints who go to church.
same

All the same 
仍然、照樣

eg.
He is often rude, but I like him all the same.
他粗魯，可我依舊很喜歡他。
sap
sap (vt)

消耗（精力／元氣）
Cobuild:
Something that saps your strength, confidence etc. slowly weakens or destroys it over a long period of time. 
eg.
The constant tension at work was sapping my energy. 
· Everyone was sapped of strength by the sun’s heat.

sapience
sapience (n)
sapient (adj)
sapiently (adv)

賢明、睿智
sardonic
sardonic (adj)
sardonically (adv)
sardonicism (n)

冷嘲的、譏諷的(derisive)

satiate
satiate (vt/adj)
satiation (n)
Cobuild:
If something such as food or pleasure satiates you, you have so much of it that you become tired of it.
1.
使飽足、滿足

2.
使厭膩

eg.
There is usually enough fruit on one apple tree to satiate several children. 
–
This book arouses rather than satiates one’s interest in moths and butterflies.
這本書只能引起而不能滿足一個人對蛾和蝴蝶的興趣。
sauce

The sauce is better than the fish.

佐料味勝魚鮮佳餚（意指喧賓奪主）

（粵）妹仔大過主人婆。
saw

What Lucent (company name) had hoped might be a merger of equals, Alcatel (company name) saw as a takeover of the loss-making American company.

scotch
scotch (vt)

1.
鎮壓、撲滅、結束、破除、取消、挫敗、使成泡影
2.
傷害（使之不能為害）
eg.
Scotch the snake, not kill it (Shakespeare)
將蛇打至半死，但不取其生命。（使它不再能為害）

Luckily the rebellion was quickly scotched.
很幸運，叛亂很快就被平息了。

Scotch the old notion.
破除舊觀念

Let me first scotch one or two rumours.
讓我首先揭穿一兩個謠言。

Bad weather scotched our holiday plans.

壞天氣使我們的度假計劃落空。
scrupulous

scrupulous (adj)

有道德原則的、廉正的、有良心的
self-made
A self-made man
白手興家／自己奮鬥成功的
sell-by
The product was well past its sell-by date.
serve

Serve a person with the same sauce 
以牙還牙、以其人之道還治其人之身。(c.f. pay someone back in his own coin)

shade
To put someone in the shade.

使黯然失色、使相形見絀。

sheet

sheet home 
歸咎

eg.
It is unfair to sheet home all our trials and tribulations to a single individual.

shots

It is unclear whether Simeon will become Prime Minister, seek the presidency in the autumn or call the shots from behind the scenes.

shoulders
On May 16th, barring a miracle, Timothy McVeigh will be executed in Terre Haute Federal Prison in Indiana. McVeigh has admitted to his crimes, halted his appeals and reconciled himself  to fate. The only person who can save him from death is George bush, hardly a man of second thoughts when it comes to executions.

shoulders
Carry the weight of the world on one’s shoulders.
自以為重任在肩、自以為了不起、肩負重任
sinew

sinew (n)

1.
筋 (tendon)
2.
力量、精力、元氣

3.
（常作的）力量的源泉、主要資源、主要手段

eg.
We will fight with all our mind and heart and sinew. 
Intellectual and moral sinew 
智慧和道德力量。

The sinews of a nation  
國力

A man of mighty sinews 
體格強健、精力充沛的人

The sinews of war. 
軍費、軍需品

sinewy (adj)
（可解文）（文章）組織嚴謹、強而有力的

sinewless (antonym) 
eg.
A sinewy argument.

simplicity
You address the vital issue of migration with dangerous simplicity.

sklent

sklent (vi/vt/n)

1.
偏斜、斜視
2.
歪曲、誹謗

3. 謊言、假話
slap
The company may be let off with the equivalent of a slap on the wrist（輕微的處罰）, in the form of some conduct remedies, and perhaps a fine

slipshod
Almost a hundred people have been released from death-row because proof of their innocence has turned up. A mountain of evidence has been produced to show that the legal process can be both slipshod（馬虎的）and biased.

sluttery

sluttery (n)
sluttish (adj)
sluttishly (adv)
sluttighness (n)

1.
邋遢
2.
懶惰

3.
淫蕩
smokescreen

smokescreen (n)

（掩蓋真相的）煙幕
smack

Get a smack in the eye/face.
受到奚落／打擊
snag

snag (n/vt)
障礙、麻煩
softpedal
softpedal(vt/vi)
低調處理、緩和、減弱、使得不顯眼
eg.
Softpedal the issue. 
緩和爭端

Softpedal one’s reputation in the election. 
在選舉中降低自己的聲譽

The government is softpedalling on the wages issue until after the election.
在選舉之前政府對工資問題低調處理
song
Not worth a song 
沒有價值的／一文不值

eg.
Before the Communist takeover (in Shanghai), properties were dumped for a song.

sop
sop (n)

小賄賂、禮品、撫慰品
eg.
Give a policeman some cash as a sop. 
–
That law is a mere sop to those who have been calling for reform.
那項法律只不過是用以安撫一下要求改革的那些人而已。

spade

Call a spade a spade 
有啥說啥、直言不諱
spendthrift

spendthrift (n/adj)

揮霍者／揮霍的

浪費者／浪費的

eg.
Voters seem to be fed up with LDP’s spendthrift ways, which have already taken Japan’s debt to 120% of GDP, the highest ratio in the developed world.

spitting
Spitting in each other’s faces.
互相輕蔑對方
spoof

spoof (n/vi/adj)

1.
模仿嘲弄 (parody)
2.
哄騙、戲弄 (trick)

3.
開玩笑 (kid)

4.
行騙

eg.
Don’t try any more spoof about me.

不要再拿我開玩笑了。
stagnated

The economy had stagnated for the best part of the decade.

start

False start
起步失利、失敗的開端

eg.
After a few false starts, we managed to get the company off the ground.

stonewall

stonewall (vi/vt)

stonewalling (n)
stonewaller (n)
（在議會討論中用目長發言等拖延手段）阻礙議事、妨礙行動、設置障礙
eg.
Stonewall a demand for something.
阻撓得到某物的要求
stoop

stoop (vi/vt)

1.
彎腰、俯身
2.
屈尊、自貶、墮落
eg.
Don’t stoop to argue with him. 
別降低身份去跟他爭吵。

I’m surprised that a man of your reputation would stoop to this. 
我感到惊訝，像你這樣有聲望的人竟會墮落到如此地步。
They never stooped to petty manoeuvres.  
他們從不會卑劣到耍弄小花招。
She stooped to cheating.

她自甘墮落行騙。
stops
Boeing is pulling out all the stops（竭盡全力）to make sure that doesn’t happen.

strength
Eleven men had been executed on the strength of（基於、依據）the chemist’s findings.

stricture
stricture (n)
1.
指責、非難、苛評（常用pl）
2.
限制、約束

eg.
Strictures against bribetaking. 
對受賄行為的抨擊。

Relax strictures on emigration.
放寬對移居國外的限制。

Throughout history the strictures of society have weighed more heavily upon women than upon men.
有史以來，加諸婦女身上的社會約束比加在男人身上的重得多。
suave
Suave and personable
溫文爾雅、風度翩翩
suited
Lydia bullied Aunt Lao Lao whenever the mood suited her.
（任意地、興之所至地）
swingeing

swingeing (adj)
1.
有力的、巨大的、巨額的
2.
懲罰的、嚴厲的

兇猛的、強烈的

eg.
A swingeing majority
絕大多數

A swingeing lie
彌天大謊

Swingeing taxation
苛捐雜稅
tactical

It was all too obviously a tactical retreat (on the part of Wahid)（戰術性撤退／以退為進), aimed at making it more difficult for parliament to proceed as expected with a second memorandum of censure necessary before a formal vote to remove the President from office can be taken.

taking

The shootings in Santee are another sign of the times. A teenager feels alienated and goes crazy, taking out his frustration on anyone unfortunate enough to be nearby.

task

He is not afraid of taking the authorities to task.
他不害怕申斥／批評當局
teeth
In the teeth of
不顧、直接（對抗）
eg.
Sail in the teeth of the wind. 
頂風航行。

· Both Britain and France abolished the death penalty in the teeth of（不顧）strong popular opposition.

tempestuous

tempestuous (adj)

tempestuously (adv)
tempestuousness (n)
1.
大風暴的
2.
劇烈的、騷動的、狂暴的
eg.
A tempestuous sea.
Tempestuous rage
非常的憤怒

The most tempestuous period in history.

歷史上最動盪的時期
tender
My heart, always accessible to tender influence dissolved in tears at the spectacle of suffering before me.
我為人心腸最軟，眼看到病人痛苦的情景，感動得下了淚。
thrasonical

thrasonical (adj)

自吹自擂的、自誇的、自負的
threadbare

threadbare (adj)

threadbareness (n)

1.
密封的

2.
（笑話、說教等）說得太多的、老套的、乏味的

eg.
A threadbare beggar.
· A threadbare joke/excuse/argument.

thundering

thundering (adj)

thunderingly (adv)

非常的、極大的、異乎尋常的

eg.
They get in here and make a thundering nuisance of themselves.

他們一進這裏總是非常惹人討厭。
thunderous

thunderous (adj)

thunderously (adv)

重大的、強而有力的

eg.
World events of thunderous import
極重要的世界大事

A thunderous attack on the government.

對政府猛烈抨擊

toes

Keep someone on his toes
使某人保持警覺
toll

Age takes its toll.

歲月不饒人
twaddle
twaddle (vi/n/vt)

twaddly (adv)
twaddler (n)

蠢話、廢話、胡說八道
twinge

twinge (n/vi/vt)
1.
劇痛、陣痛、刺痛
2.
痛苦、內疚、難過

eg.
A twinge of toothache/rheumatism.
A twinge of conscience
良心的折磨。

A twinge of remorse
內疚。
A twinge of uneasiness

不安。
uncouth
uncouth (adj)
uncouthly (adv)
uncouthness (n)

（人、行為等）笨拙的、無教養的、不雅的、粗魯的
unholy
The conference was reduced to an unholy slanging match.
會議變成一場不像話的罵戰。
unkindly
“See here, Jonathan,” said his father, not unkindly, “If you must study, them study food and how to get it.  This flying business is all very well, but you can’t eat a glide, you know.  Don’t you forget that the reason you fly is to eat.”
“你瞧、喬納森”，他父親親切地說......。

unvarnished

unvarnished (adj)

無掩飾的、清楚明白的、率真的。

eg.
Tell the unvarnished truth 
實話實說。
We appreciate unvarnished discourse
我們贊賞有話直說。

Give an unvarnished account of what happened,

對發生的事照實述。
upstage
upstage (adj/vt)

1.
傲慢的、架子十足的
2.
搶鏡頭、使處於不利地位的、使相形見絀
eg.
She wasn’t the least upstage about it.
關於此事，她一點也沒有傲慢地張揚

He avoided newsmen’s microphones and went out of his way not to upstage his superior.

他避開記者的麥克風，盡量不使自己顯得比上司更突出。
usher

usher (vt)
預報....的來臨 (in)

eg.
The French Revolution ushered in a new age.
The song of the birds ushers in the dawn.
鳥鳴報曉
usually

As is usually the case when His Grandiloquence gets into trouble, Jackson has scapegoat.
usurious

usurious (adj)
usury(n)
usuriously (adv)

usuriousness (n)

1.
放高利貸的

2.
高利貸的

3.
（價格）過高的 (c.f. exorbitant)
violet

shrinking violet
羞怯的人、謙卑的人
wager

wager (n/vt/vi)

賭注／打賭。
eg.
Take up a wager
接受打賭

Wager more than one can afford to lose.

押下自己輸不起的賭注。
wane
Supporters for execution is on the wane.（在減少中）
weight

Just a week before his death he was throwing his weight behind Lipietz’s candidacy in the presidential election.

which
This day it rained, which refreshed me exceedingly, but it was accompanied with terrible thunder and lightening, which frighten me dreadfully.
今天下雨，我覺得很爽快，但是，在下雨的同時，雷電大作，卻使我怕得要命。
winnow

winnow out

剔除去掉

eg.
Winnow out certain inaccuracies.
刪掉某些不精確之處。

Winnow ineligible recipients from the welfare rolls.

將不合格者從領取福利救濟的名冊中除名。
withering
withering(adj)
witheringly (adv)

1.
使人難堪的、尖刻的
2.
毀滅性的、破壞力極大的

eg.
Give someone a withering look.
咄咄逼人地看某人一眼。

A withering reproof
一頓使人感到天地自容的責罵。

Withering sarcasm.
尖刻的嘲諷

A withering fire
一陣摧毀性炮火
women

(Talking about Japan’s female foreign minister Mikiko Tanaka) But having watched men preside over economic stagnation and political rot over the past decade, there’s a growing sense that women may hold many of the answers.
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