accorded

No one should conclude that Christianity is a sexist religion seeking to oppress women.  Islam should be accorded (給予) the same courtesy.

ails

老太太為什麼哭呢，又哭得這麼傷心？

Venerable lady, what ails you that you weep so?

ambles

Vietnamese government and party cadres are pushed to learn foreign languages if they want to be promoted.  China, meanwhile, ambles (緩步而行) along with an educational system that produces champions at multiple-choice tests who have little ability to use English.

analogous

analogous (adj.) (to)

相似的、類似的、可比擬的

e.g.
A computer is analogous to a brain.

－
The present situation is analogous with the situation before the Gulf war.

目前的局勢與波斯灣戰爭之前的局勢類似。

－
Two poems analogous in mood.

格調相似的兩首詩。

－
Sleep is analogous to death.

analogue

analogue (n)

相似物、類似情況

e.g.
Munich was the nearest analogue to what was happening then.

當時事態用慕尼黑事件來作比擬最為貼切。

animus

animus (n)

敵意

e.g.
There is no personal animus in his testimony.

他的證供不帶個人惡意的偏見。

－
Is Mr. Bush’s animus against Hussein more to do with the desire to finish the job his father failed to finish in 1991?

antiseptic

The Euro is here to stay.  The people of Western Europe will grudgingly get accustomed to an antiseptic (不帶感情色彩的), acultural money that doesn’t bear the likenesses of national heroes such as Homer, Michelangelo, Christopher Columbus, Marie Curie, etal.

antiseptic

antiseptic (adj)

1.
<喻>一塵不染的

2.
不摻雜個人感情的、客觀而近乎冷漠的

e.g.
An antiseptic mind.

一塵不染的天真頭腦。

－
An antiseptic tutor.

不動個人感情的導師

－
“Acceptable losses on the battlefield” is an antiseptic phrase.
所謂“戰場上可接受的損失”云云，乃是一種冷漠的說法。

Cobuild:
If you describe something as antiseptic, you mean that it lacks excitement or emotion; used to show disapproval.

apologies

Bono defines the term “rock star”.  He drinks, swears, smokes, wears leather and makes no apologies for any of it.

Argus-eyed

What is truly astounding about the situation involving Congressman Gary Condit is not the scandal or the whereabouts of intern Chandra Lavy but the audacity of any public figure to be so self-deluded as to think that he can escape the attention of the Argus-eyed (目光銳利、警惕的) media.

as

Before we strike anyone or any target, we must be as certain as is possible that we are hitting targets that were involved in the terrorist attacks.

as

Mr. Li Shaomen’s conviction and deportation from China, after all, could well have been as much if not more to do with diplomatic manoeuvring between China and the United States as with any perceived threat to national security.

as

Our goal every week is to publish a magazine that is as fun to read as it is informative.

ascribed

“This man seems never to have committed thievery while in Qi (齊), but has turned to it in Chu (楚).  Could this then not be ascribed to (歸因於) the customs and influences he has met in Chu?”  The King and his ministers were sore ashamed (感到難堪), and no reply was forthcoming (未能即時回答).

atwitter

atwitter (adj/adv)

緊張的(地)、興奮不已的(地)

e.g.
She was atwitter at the prospect of meeting the king.

預期謁見國王，她感到興奮。
－
The Friday night flight from Hong Kong to Taipei is atwitter with excitement.

backstop

backstop (n/vt)

後盾、支柱、支持、加強

Encarta:
somebody or something providing additional support or protection in case somebody or something fails.

e.g.
A kind of economic backstop in case a recession sets in.

萬一發生衰退時可對經濟起支持作用的某種因素。

A tank division which backstopped the line wherever it weakened.

哪裏防線削弱就往那裏增援的一個坦克師。

bedrock

bedrock (n)

基礎、根柢

e.g.
They reaffirmed family values as the moral bedrock of the nation.

他們再度肯定家庭價值觀是國家道德基礎。

－
The bedrock on which the city has risen to commercial eminence.

該巿商業賴以興隆的基礎。

－
Sincerity was the bedrock of his personal relationships.

真誠是他與人交往的基本原則。

－
The discovery may, if verified, shake physics at its bedrock.
這一發現如得到證實，可能動搖物理學的基礎。

bedrock

come/get down to bedrock.

1.
追根究底/查個水落石出

2.
山窮水盡/用得一文不剩

being

Human nature being what it is

(人性既然如此)

Human nature being what it is, sexual adventuring among the clergy will never be rooted out entirely.

believe

Our special forces on the ground, operating oft-times behind enemy lines, truly did what Hollywood and propagandists would have us believe local resistance groups, daredevil agents and bands of people under the Office of Strategic Services did in occupied Europe during World War II.

besmirch

besmirch (vt)

玷污、污損

e.g.
Besmirch somebody’s image (reputation, name, honour)

損害某人的形象。

besotted

besotted (adj.)

1.
沉醉、痴迷(infatuated)

2.
糊塗(muddled)

e.g.
He is totally besotted with Alice.

－
Besot the minds of men with ignorance and superstition.

bested

Remember, Afghanistan’s Northern Alliance was weak, bloodily bested (打敗) in battle by the Taliban and holding on to a mere 5% to 10% of the country.

betwixt

Betwixt and between

在中間的、模稜兩可的

e.g.
He wrote the letter in such wise (用這樣的方式) that he seemed more or less betwixt and between.

他把信寫得似乎他多少是有點兒模稜兩可的。

bewildering

Only 44, he is following a white business tradition by gathering a bewildering collection of posts (多不勝數的職銜).

black

The pot calls the kettle black.

五十步笑百步

blame

Some Brazilian industries that fear being wiped out by North American competitors have mostly themselves to blame.

blown

Yet the NTV debacle, sorry as it is, should not be blown out of proportion (不應被誇大).

bones

have bones to pick with

同…有爭端、對…有理懷恨

e.g.
Have bones to pick with neighbouring villages.
與鄰村有爭執。

bootless

In 1981 came “Philosophical Explanations”, which contains a famous chapter asking a seemingly bootless (無用的、無益的) question, “Why is there something rather than nothing?”

bracing

bracing (adj)

令人振奮的、使人心曠神怡的

bracingly (adv)

e.g.
To face unpleasant truth need not be discouraging, but can be bracing.

正視嚴酷事實不一定使人氣餒，反而可能令人振奮。

－
A bracing breeze.
清新的微風

breeze

More and more characters are introduced, each one weirder than the last and all of them happy just to shoot the breeze (閑聊), when they are not actually shooting each other.

bush

Beat about the bush.

轉彎抹角

e.g.
We want every one to speak his heart at the meeting.  Do not beat about the bush.
我們要求會上發言要直截了當，不要轉彎抹角。

Bushel

There were many lights hidden under his bushel.

他有很多才華深藏不露。

buttoned-up

button-up (adj)

1.
沉默寡言的 (Encarta: unwilling or unable to express feelings)

2.
安排停當的

e.g.
That’s another job buttoned-up.

又一項工作順利完成了。
－
Even buttoned-up North Korea talks to its adversary in the south more readily these days than Pakistan and India.

cancer

cancer (n)

弊端

e.g.
The increasing use of narcotics is a cancer in modern American society.

吸服麻醉毒品的人越來越多，這是當代美國社會的一大弊端。

－
Fourteen months ago, Manser returned Batu Lawi at the end of a 12-year personal crusade to help his adopted tribe, the Penan, preserve their landscape and their way of life from the cancer of all things modern: cash, coca-coke, television, but above all the mowing down of their native forest.

carry

It is now up to men like him to carry the conscience of the nation.

cause

If Bono were genuinely intelligent, he would know that the global leaders he had met are more the cause than the cure of the world’s economic problems.  If world leaders truly intended to solve the planet’s economic and social ills, they wouldn’t need Bono to point out where the problems are.

cede

We are essentially a pacific, nonbelligerent nation.  Without an attack plan, however, we cede to any enemy the advantage of determining the time and place of an attack, thus increasing our military burden.

celebral

“I am more celebral (理性的、知性的) than tactile (觸覺性的)” said Arroyo.

charitable

The charitable (仁慈的) consider Japan an irrelevance.  The less charitable see it as a liability.  The panicky see it as a danger.  (Talking about Japan’s recession)

cloaked

This is simply good-hearted arrogance cloaked in morality － the same kind of thinking that makes people decide that God created humans in his own image.

cloth

Cut one’s cost according to one’s cloth/Put your hand no further than your sleeve will reach.

量入為出

collar

The new party, which threatens to collar (取得) a lot of former KMT support, backs a “two-states” model for cross-strait relations － short of full independence but not by much.

comes

The debate really comes down to whether U.S. companies will hold patents and reap the benefits from medicinal therapies developed through this research.

complications

He instructed the acolytes (徒弟) to warm the wine whenever they heard the bell rang.  This procedure was followed for several days without any complications (麻煩、出錯).

conscience

A good conscience is a soft pillow.

不做虧心事，不怕鬼敲門。

coruscating

The five coruscating (閃爍的) novels Lewis wrote in the 1920s gave enduring form to some of America’s vices.

courage

Despair gives courage to a coward.

Tread on a worm and it will turn.

趕狗入窮巷/狗急跳牆

crescendo

crescendo (n)

高潮、頂點

e.g.
The gale reached its crescendo in the evening.

傍晚時風刮得最大。

crocodile

Right now, Ariel Sharon weeps crocodile tears over the collapse of the Oslo process he never supported.  But under the cover of fighting terrorism, he shows every sign of wanting to resurrect the vision of a “Greater Israel”, which inspired Likud governments in the 1970s and 1980s.

damning

Next Magazine alleged that politicians (in Taiwan) used the money to buy better international relations.  Damning (導致定罪的、致身敗裂的) documents leaked to the magazine also disclosed that the country’s National Security Bureau extensively shared intelligence with the U.S. and Japan.

day

In the mid-1930s, when he left the institute with a doctorate in electronics, he was taken on by Bell Telephone Laboratories, founded by the inventor of the telephone and in its day the most famous scientific research and development organization in the world.  He was to stay there for 35 years.

daylight

“Daylight robbery” was used to describe Magabe’s blatant cheating in the Zimbabwean election.  (c.f. “commit a robbery in broad daylight” (光天化日之下))

delectable

The indignant monk demanded to know why they had eaten his cakes and honey.  A disciple replied: “We took them, master, because we could not resist delectable aroma (香味).

－
The main course is delectable (美味的).

dictate

The problem is that public opinion in China would prop him to adopt a tougher stance than common sense would dictate.

dictates

China has claimed sovereignty overall of the South China Sea, and the Spratly and Paracel Islands within it.  Geography dictates that a large share of the world’s trade passes through those waters.

did

English longbows did to French at Agincourt and elsewhere what our airpower did to the Taliban in Afghanistan.

disconcertingly

China International Tourist Service hides in a big building near Xidan, and even if visitors go there they find disconcertingly (令人驚失措地) few employees who speak English, which, like it or not, has become the lingua franca of international travelers.

doleful

doleful (adj)

1.
令人苦惱(或悲傷)的

2.
憂鬱的、悲傷的、不高興的

e.g.
The total of unemployed is a doleful postwar record.

失業總人數是戰後一個令人傷心的記錄。

－
He always looks at the doleful side, never the bright side.

他總是看到悲觀的一面，從不看光明的一面。
－
A doleful face.

dot-age

They accuse Jiang of promoting his cronies, of fostering his own mini-cult of personality, and of wanting to cling to power into his dot-age (老年).

due

“What is a life worth?” asked your story on the controversy surrounding the compensation due families of the September 11th victims.
each

Play into each other’s hands.

狼狽為奸

effect

The Dragon King (海龍王) has issued a decree to the effect that all aquatic animals that have tails are to be beheaded.

embody
But the conflict between the two grisly old warriors is not personal in the sense, say, of the conflict between Saddam Hussein and George Bush father and son.  It is a gargantuan tussle between the two national wills, Israeli and Palestinian, that Mr. Sharon and Mr. Arafat inadequately embody.

encyclopedic

Robert Taylor is a hip Detroit gangster with an encyclopedic knowledge of the Delta blues.

enemy

Better an open enemy than a false friend.

明槍易擋，暗箭難防。

engaging

engaging (adj)

有吸引力的、迷人的、動人的、可愛的

engagingly (adv)

engagingness (n)

e.g.
That girl has an engaging smile.

那位女郎的微笑很迷人。

enuresis

enuresis (n)

遺尿

epicure

epicure (n)

美食家(=gourmet)

erudition

It was almost like being back in Harvard, but now he was a professor, dispensing erudition (淵博的知識), occasionally raising a chuckle from an attentive audience.

exhausted

The scholar exhausted his family savings paying the sum.

expired

According to Surayad, intelligence and autopsy reports suggest there were traces of toxic chemicals in Pol Pot’s internal organs.  His remains were never subjected to a formal autopsy － Khmer Rouge guerillas cremated Pol Pot’s body shortly after he expired. But to establish conclusively that the corpse was in fact the man responsible for the deaths of 1.7 million Cambodians, Thai army officers took hair, finger nail and other samples from the body before it was cast into a burning heap of tires and old furniture.

extent

The men involved should be punished to the full extent of the law.

eyes

The children were all eyes (全神貫注) at the circus.

fair

你兒子長相還可以，可是他不通世事。

Although your son is fair of face, he does not understand the ways of the world.

fair

Fair without, foul within.

金玉其外，敗絮其中。

faith

Punic faith

背信棄義

e.g.
They tore up all the agreements and contracts with Punic faith.

他們背信棄義，撕毀了所有協定與合同。

faux pas

Little is known of his early wartime experience training Kamikaze pilots, more of his later divorce and diplomatic faux pas (失儀) in accompanying his mistress to a function attended by both the Japanese emperor and America’s President Ford.

favourably

Jones’ body of work is uniquely rich, subtle and inventive.  His cartoons compare favourably in their vividness and variety with the best.

feeds

Phillip Ruddock, the immigration minister, has taken a backward step by introducing a kind of second-class citizenship for some refugees.  This only feeds people’s prejudice.

flash

A flash in the pan.

虎頭蛇尾

e.g.
Their advertising campaign was just a flash in the pan.
那家公司的廣告宣傳做得虎頭蛇尾。

flirtatious

flirtatious (adj)

調情的、打情罵俏的、輕浮的

e.g.
She kept giving him flirtatious looks.

foot

To foot the bill

付帳

foreordain

foreordain (vt)

命中注定

foreordination (n) (c.f. predestiny)

e.g.
Some people believe that their lives are foreordained.

有些人相信他們的一生是注定的。

－
He was foreordained to failure.

他注定失敗。

－
He was foreordained to die young.

－
God has foreordained that he (should) not see her again.

他倆注定無法再見。

forthcoming

In Afghanistan, the support of NATO, the European, Russia and many Muslim countries gave America valuable political cover, even if the military contribution of these supporters was small.  But support of this sort will be less forthcoming (現成的、隨要隨有的)as September 11th recedes and America stretches its definition of the war against terrorism.

fox

The fox may grow grey, but never good.

本性難移

frolic

frolic (n/vi)

歡樂、嬉戲

frolicsome (adj)

鬧著玩的

frolicker (n)

e.g.
The clowns were full of frolic.

－
A frolicsome puppy.

愛鬧著玩的小狗。

galvanize

“An axis of evil”, like Ronald Reagan’s description of the Soviet Union as “an evil empire”, is meant to galvanize (激起) support by turning a long and tricky foreign-policy challenge into a simple, moral issue.

game

Segar builds a new home of wood and thatch in the forest every few weeks or months, depending on the availability of game (獵物).

gauge

While its leaders remain at large, it will be hard for intelligence services to gauge (估量) how much damage has been inflicted on  al-Qaeda’s network.

gild

Gild the lily.

畫蛇添足

good

It provides the people of the European Union with two-fifths of their supplier, and accounts for a good 8% of Russia’s GDP.

gory

But simply replacing the Taliban rulers with a combination of Northern Alliance tribesmen (who have a just marginally less gory (殘酷的、血腥的) past) and other warlords may be meaningless to women in Afghanistan.

gory

gory (adj)

gorily (adv)

1.
沾滿血污的、血斑斑的、血淋淋的

2.
令人毛骨悚然的、駭人聽聞的、殘忍的

goriness (n)

Cobuild:
You use ‘gory’ to describe situations or facts that involve people suffering, being injured, or dying in a horrible way.

e.g.
The gory details of the police brutality.

－
Nurses confronted with gory operations such as limb amputation.

－
The film contains no gory violence.

這部影片沒有殘忍的暴力鏡頭。

gossip

These links help to spread gossip that Mr. Macozoma will use his media interests to return to politics.

gravitate

gravitate (vi/vt)

受吸引、移向

Encarta:
To move gradually and steadily towards somebody or something as if drawn by some force or attraction.

e.g.
People gravitate towards foods that are cheaper.

－
The conversation gravitated toward politics.

話題轉到政治上來。

－
When she arrived, all the men in the room gravitated toward her.

她來到的時候，房間裏所有的男人都轉向她。

gridlock

Business people also hope that the economic policy gridlock (僵局) that’s dogged the island (Taiwan) since the presidential vote will lessen.

grooming

Your article on shoe bomber Richard Reid was more testimony to the fact that Europe has become one of the largest grooming grounds (溫床) for radical Muslims.

hailing

Every other armed force in the world looks almost primitive beside ours.  Only the Israelis, and perhaps the Brits, are within hailing distance (相去不遠) of our command and control systems.

hallowed

Celibacy is not (a) laid down doctrine.  It is merely a rule, hallowed (奉為神聖) over centuries.

hangover

Lured by the promise of infinitely expanding markets, many normally temperate companies went on a two-year technology-investment binge (狂熱) which has left them with a horrid hangover (後遺症).

hangover

hangover (n)

1.
(酗酒或吸毒後的)宿醉(指頭痛、噁心等不適反應)、(過度興奮後的)鬆垮感

2.
後遺症

e.g.
His cough is a hangover from a bad illness he had.

一場大病後他落下了咳嗽的毛病。

－
The problem is a hangover from the high birthrate of the 50s.

這個問題是50年代高出生率的後遺症。

hares

Run after two hares.

一腳踏兩船

heavy

With a heavy hand.

粗枝大葉

e.g.
We cannot deal with labour problems with a heavy hand.
處理勞工問題不能粗枝大葉。

 history

“Fate knocked at the door last week for Europe’s two fascist dictators.  Mussolini, shot in the back and through the head by his partisan executioners, lay dead in Milan.  Adolf Hitler had been buried, dead or alive, in the rubble of his collapsing Third Reich…  If he were indeed dead, the hope of most of mankind had been realized.  For seldom had so many millions of people hoped so implacably for the death of one man.

If they had been as malign as he in their vengefulness, they might better have hoped that he would live on yet a little while.  For no death they could devise for him could be as cruel as must have been Hitler’s eleventh-hour thoughts on the completeness of his failure.  His total war against non-German mankind was ending in total defeat…  Seldom in human history, never in modern times, had a man so insignificantly monstrous become the absolute head of a great nation.  The suffering and desolation that he wrought were beyond human power or fortitude to compute.  The bodies of his victims were heaped across Europe from Stalingrad to London.  The ruin in terms of human life was forever incalculable.  It had required a coalition of the whole world to destroy the power his political inspiration had contrived.”

                                -Time, May 7, 1945.

Homer

Homer sometimes nods.

智者千慮，必有一失。

聰明一世，糊塗一時。

hook

You would have thought that Indonesia would have learnt its lesson by now: No more helping out the rich at the expense of ordinary folks.  But apparently it’s still the case that the richer you are, the easier it is to get off the hook.

hope

While there is life, there is hope.

留得青山在，那怕沒柴燒。

house

bring down the house

博得全場喝彩、使全場絕倒

e.g.
A young girl brought the house down with a ballet dance.

house

To bow down in the house of Rimmon

違背自己的良心(或原則)做自己不願做的事。

明知不對而仍為之以保全面子。

hue

The Chinese Communist Party tries to present itself as the embodiment of nationalism because it knows that, if it fails to do so, its opponents of whatever political hue(性質/色彩) will try to assume the mantle (衣砵/領導) themselves.

hunch

I have a hunch (預感、直覺) he won’t arrive on time.

imagine

“After she moved in with me, she wanted to bring her dog up from San Diego, but we couldn’t imagine having a big dog given the size of our apartment.”

immaterial

The question is how to get out of the pit, whether it is daytime or night is immaterial (不重要的).

immutable

The software first spots the outline of a head and shoulders, then zooms in on the face.  It keys on distances between such immutable (不能改變的，unchangeable) features as eye sockets.

immutable

Nature’s immutable laws.

大自然不變的法則
impossibility

If, by an impossibility, Mr. Tsvangirai manages to win, he will face a huge rebuilding job.  If he loses, Mr. Mugabe, having sown the wind, may find himself unable to reap the whirlwind.  Either way, Zimbabweans will suffer.  But so too will other Africans.  For Mr. Mugabe’s despoliation (掠奪) of

Zimbabwe has taken place with little if any criticism from other African states, who lined up this week at the annual Commonwealth meeting to prevent even denunciation of its perpetrator, allowing only a promise to agree to consider suspending Zimbabwe if the Commonwealth’s observers say the poll has been rigged.

imprimatur

Like him or loathe him (Arafat), whether he has condoned terrorism or not, he is the only leader whose legitimacy the Palestinians and therefore the rest of the world are prepared to recognize.  If there is to be any sort of negotiated peace it is going to need Mr. Arafat’s imprimatur (同意、認可、批准).
improbability

In “2001: A Space Odyssey”, a film made in 1968, his friend Arthur Clarke had assumed that space travel would soon become commonplace.  In 2002 that prospect still remains a distant improbability.

incantation

incantation (n)

口頭禪 (c.f. pet phrase)

in train

in train

安排妥當、準備就緒、在進行中

e.g.
The Argentine government does not yet have a fully convincing stabilization plan.  In many respects, its hand has been forced and painful changes are in train.

－
Set something in train.

把某事情安排妥當。

infra dig

infra dig (adj)

有失身份的、有失尊嚴的、有失體面的

e.g.
It’s infra dig for a lady to wash her own clothes.

一名淑女自洗衣服是有失身份的。

－
It would be infra dig to receive such a notorious person.

接待這樣一個聲名狼藉的人可就有失身份了。

insensate

Religion has become an instrument of death and destruction in the hands of callous and insensate (無感覺的、無情的、殘忍的、無理性的) politicians who are using it merely to gain their own dubious ends.

iota

iota (n)

(用於否定句)一點、微小

There’s not an iota of truth in her accusation.

iron

He had begun to canvass and was putting every iron in the fire.

他已開始游說活動，正採取各種手段來達到目的。

ironize

ironize (vt/vi)

冷嘲、挖苦

itinerant

Dennis Lenahan is an itinerant (作巡迴演出的) high-dive artist who makes a perilous living by leaping off an 80-foot ladder into a shallow tub of water.

keen

Keen as mustard

極為熱衷、極感興趣

e.g.
Be keen as mustard on politics.

－
He is frightfully keen as mustard on you.

他愛你愛得要命。

keeping

This was perfectly in keeping with (與…一致) his dissolute (放蕩不羈的), bourgeois-baiting (挪揄) public persona (人格面貌).

lamely

How can he or she communicate with service personnel who, often even in big hotels, don’t speak English?  Or who speak it so lamely (有缺陷地) that the foreigner is never positive that he’s actually been understood?

laughed

He simply laughed away the accusation.

他對這些指控只是一笑置之。

laurel

laurel (n/vt)

1.
(喻)桂冠、殊榮

2.
勝利、冠軍

e.g.
They add one more laurel to her growing collection by voting her the best actress.

他們選她為最佳女演員，從而在她日益增多的榮譽上再加上一個桂冠。

－
All other laurels wither before his.

所有的榮譽和他所獲得的相比都黯然失色。

－
He won the regional laurels and went on to the finals.

他獲得地區冠軍後進入決賽。

laurel

Rest on one’s laurels

滿足於既得榮譽，固步自封。

e.g.
The liberals sat on their laurels after their victory.

自由黨人在獲勝後就滿足於現狀了。

－
Thankfully, President Bush is not likely to rest on our Afghan － acquired laurels and will, instead, open up new fronts against terrorism.

leg

Have not a leg to stand on.

理屈詞窮

e.g.
Before the facts, the other side had not a leg to stand on.

legendary

Your story on the smartest superstar on the planet was brilliant.  I felt like I was right there with him, there to nod my head in approval and to believe in the potential of his campaign, there to appreciate the eccentric, wry, witty and human sides to a guy who seems too legendary to be real.  Hats off to you for capturing these nuances so aptly and for making Bono’s personality so real, his cause so true.

lend

lend oneself to

同意參與(不名譽的行動)、適合於、有助於、對……有用，(由於固有的缺點而)易被(濫用等)，為……盡力、熱中於……
e.g.
Because the conflict between India and Pakistan does not lend itself to a bilateral solution, a long-term engagement by the U.S. may be necessary.

－
This encyclopedia lends itself to children/many uses.

這部百科全書適合於孩子們閱讀/各種用途。

－
Some novels quite readily lend themselves to adaptation as plays.

有些小說極易改編成劇本。

－
You should not lend yourself to such an activity.

你不可參與這種活動。

－
I will not lend myself to such a dishonest scheme.

我不願意參與這樣一個不光彩的陰謀。

－
The topic lends itself to class discussion.
這個題目適合於課堂討論。

－
Any system of taxation lends itself to manipulation by clever or unscrupulous men.
任何稅收制度都會被圓滑或無恥之徒鑽空子。

liberal

To say that FIFA was in financial trouble was but a very liberal interpretation of the truth. (並不真確)

lie

Lie down on the job.

敷衍塞責

e.g.
The boss is going to dismiss those who would lie down on the job.

老闆要解僱那些對工作敷衍塞責的人。

lock

(Talking about Enron) What should be done?  The most radical change would be to take responsibility for audits away from private accounting firms altogether and give it, lock, stock and barrel (完全地), to the government.

lock

Before they were repatriated, they sold all their possessions, lock, stock and barrel.

他們被遣返回國之前，把全部財產統統變賣了。

look

George Bush kept a promise to look Brazilian President Cardoso in the eye (坦誠面對) and swear that the United States really wants free trade.

lookers-on

Lookers-on see most of the game.

旁觀者清

loot

To loot a burning house /fish in troubled waters.

趁火打劫/混水摸魚

love

Love it or loathe it, football remains the most popular sport in Europe.

lull

lull (vi/vt/n)

1.
哄騙(小孩)入睡

2.
以甘言等消除(疑惑、不安等)，使放鬆警惕

3.
(風暴等)暫時平息

lullingly (adv)

Cobuild:
1.
A lull is a period of quiet or of little activity in a longer period of greater activity or excitement.


2.
If something or someone lulls you, they cause you to feel calm or sleepy or they cause you to feel safe, especially as a deliberate plan before they attack or cheat you.

e.g.
A momentary lull in the Watergate case.

－
After a lull of several weeks, there has been a resumption of bombing.

－
This will lull them into a false sense of security.

－
Lull suspicion to sleep.(釋疑)

－
The wind lulls.

－
The early morning lull in urban noise.

清晨城巿喧鬧的暫時消失。

－
An economic lull.

經濟不活躍時期。

lull

Lull before the storm.

暴風雨前夕的平靜。

lulled

But we must not let ourselves be lulled (哄騙) into thinking that aid alone will change feelings toward us by the Islamic world.

lurch

Leave a person in the lurch.

見某人危難而置之不理。

e.g.
The town bully caught Kathy, and Tom left her in the lurch.

巿井歹徒抓住了凱西，而湯姆卻把她棄之不理。

－
Sam quitted his job, leaving his boss in the lurch.
薩姆辭職不幹了，使他的老板陷於困境。

make

I’ve grown up as an American, learned my country’s history.  But birth and knowledge alone do not make a citizen.  It often takes some great communal happening to make one feel truly connected to one’s heritage and place.

Every now and then an event marks the time for us with striking clarity.  No matter how much sorrow lingers for the nation and the world after Sept. 11, no matter what fears we will have to accept, no matter how much anger we harbour, we’re all in this together now.  Isn’t that what makes a nation?

makes

Lewis’s life makes for (導致、促成) bitterly sad reading.

mantle

mantle (n)

(作為權力標誌的)衣砵

Encarta:
Transferred or inherited position that can be passed from one person to another.

e.g.
The inheritor of somebody’s mantle.

將衣砵傳給某人。

－
Lay down the mantle of one’s office.

辭職
－
He had assumed the mantle of newspaper proprietorship.

mark

At the critical moment in the development of our corporation, we must not mark time. (裹足不前)

matter

Cobuild:
You use ‘for that matter’ to emphasize that a statement you have made is also true in another situation, for another person.

e.g.
He is shaking with cold.  So am I, for that matter.

－
We have no troops east of Dover or west of it for that matter.

maunder

1.
嘮叨、絮語

2.
徘徊、無精打采地動作

e.g.
People who maunder talk much but say little.

嘮叨的人說的多，但都是廢話。

－
He maundered through life without a single aim.

他毫無目標地度過一生。

mend

On the mend

在改善中、在好轉中

e.g.
The global economy seems to be on the mend.

－
Relations between these two countries are now on the mend.

mend

It’s never too late to mend.

<諺> 改過遷善從不嫌晚。

mend

Least said, soonest mend.

講多錯多、多說反壞事、越說越糟糕

miasma

miasma (n)

與人惡的影響/氣氛、不良的氣氛

miasmal (adj)

充滿沖突(憂鬱)的氣氛

miasmatic (adj)

(unwholesome atmosphere)

e.g.
A miasma of conflict, melancholy, poverty, fear, hopelessness.

might

With all one’s might and main.

竭盡全力

mind

Mind one’s p’s and q’s

謹慎言行，小心行事

e.g.
When the principal visited the class, the students all minded their p’s and q’s.
校長到教室裏時，學生們都規規矩矩。

miss

A miss is as good as a mile.

差之毫釐，謬之千里。

moment

I don’t think for a moment (我一點也不認為) that the Vietnamese are more talented than the Chinese.

munificent

munificent (adj)

慷慨的、大方的

e.g.
A munificent bequest.

慷慨的遺產。

nature

“賢婿在山東讀書，一定明白許多道理，我問你天鵝為什麼能叫？”

女婿答：“天然的。”

(“Nature wills it!”)

“松柏樹為什麼到冬天還是青綠的？”

“天然的。”
(“Nature causes it to be so.”)

“道邊大樹上突出的傷疤是什麼回事？”

“天然的。”

(“That, too, is due to nature.”)

nettle

nettle (vt)

惹怒、使惱火

e.g.
This whole business of knowing God’s devices is particularly nettling to us modern scientific Americans, who have assured ourselves that we are capable of knowing everything.

nettle

Grasp the nettle

迎著艱險上、大抓棘手問題

e.g.
The nettle will have to be grasped.
那棘手問題非放手大去抓不可。
－
I think we’ve got to grasp this nettle and find a solution.

nuanced

The American president has a single foreign-policy obsession: eliminating “evil”.  But on his coming visits to South Korea, Japan and China, he’ll find that a more nuanced (更為細緻精確) approach might pay off.

obeisance

He picked the idol up, cleaned it off with his own robe, and then restored it to its original place.  He departed only after having made obeisance (叩拜) before it.

one
Vyakhirev’s and Fedorov’s contracts are up for renewal.  If Mr. Putin is truly an economic reformer, however autocratic in politics, he should ensure that the one is sacked and the other saved.

ostrich

This week, Celso Lafer, the foreign minister, attacked the “ostrich mentality” of those in Brazil, who oppose its participation in the talks.

other

One of the most salient (顯著的、突出的) barometers of a culture’s well-being is its treatment of women.  It is no accident that the nations with the least respect for women’s rights are also the most stagnant in every other way.

out-and-out

The Chinese said that the 120 Catholic martyrs conferred sainthood by the Pope were not saints, but “out-and-out (徹頭徹尾的、不折不扣的) sinners” who had raped, looted, spied, peddled opium and thus “deserved to die.”

out-and-out

out-and-out (adj)

(亦可解作) 不加掩飾的、公開的

out-and-outer

out-and-outer (n)

1.
優秀的人／事物

2.
走極端者

e.g.
An out-and-outer in everything he does.

做什麼事都走極端的人。

paper

Our differences were too wide to paper over. (掩蓋、掩飾)

parlance

A scholarly argument surfaces from time to time about the desirability of keeping alive languages that, in medical parlance (用語), are brain dead.

parlous

If journalists were able to expose the Japanese system to sharpen scrutiny, maybe something would have been done sooner about the parlous (極其糟糕的、十分困難的、十分危險的) economy.

parole
medical parole

保外就醫

patching

Both China and the Roman Catholic church have much to gain from patching up their differences.

patently

The NTV row thus highlights two serious inadequacies in modern Russia.  One is the lack of protection afforded to the press, whose freedom Mr. Putin patently (公開地、明顯地) regards with disdain.

patience

Patience is a plaster for all sores.

忍耐可治療各種痛楚。

patter

patter (n)

行話、尤指賊的黑話、口切

pence

Take care of the pence, and the pounds will take care of themselves.

積少成多

perfect

Make perfection still more perfect.

錦上添花

persona

persona (n)

Your persona is the aspect of your character or nature that you present to other people, perhaps in contrast to your real character or nature.

philistines

艾子之鄰，皆齊之鄙人也。

The abode of master Ai was surrounded by philistines (粗人) from the state of Qi.
phlegmatic

A man of phlegmatic temperament.

一個慢性子的人。

pigeon-holed

His report was pigeon-holed.

他的報告被束之高閣。

－
Mr. Nozick was not happy to be pigeon-holed (被遺忘).

podium

No more national anthems.  Instead, let us have brand-new victory anthem with which people can salute the athletes who make it to the podium (領獎台).

polemics

Engage in political polemics with somebody.

與某人進行政治辯論。

prattle

prattle (vi/vt/n)

閑扯、胡扯

e.g.
Prattle with a neighbour.

pray

The old man then adjudicated to the crowd: “This fine fellow is completely ignorant of the most basic principles  Pray, (請) tell me why did he waste his youth drifting about Shandong?”

pray (int.)<古>請、務請

e.g.
Pray, come with me

請跟我來。

－
Pray, leave me alone.

求求你，不要管我。

－What, pray, is the meaning of this behaviour?

請問，這種行為意味著什麼？

prides

Madrid is the city that prides itself on being home to Picasso’s “huernica”.

proclivity

proclivity(n)

癖性、(不好的)脾性

e.g.
The cashier is known for his proclivity to meticulousness.

－
Having a proclivity for finding fault.

proud

Mr. Koizumi won back this bedrock of voters, claiming victories everywhere from Tochigi to Niigata.  But he also (made)((did) the party proud in the cities where the disgruntled urban majority had long ago seemed to give up hope that the LDP would ever change its ways.
???

provide

During the Second World War, he had to serve as the sole breadwinner to provide for his mother and five younger siblings during this difficult time.

purgative
purgative (adj/n)

1.
瀉劑

2.
能清洗的、淨化的

3.
洗罪的、贖罪的

purgatory
purgatory (adj/n)

1.
煉獄

2.
受難的、受罪的

Cobuild:
You are referring to a very unpleasant experience as purgatory.

e.g.
I feel that I am in purgatory.

－
It was a sort of purgatory that had to be endured.

－
It is purgatory to have to listen to her sing(ing)(.

不得不聽她唱歌真是受罪。

(singing/sing似屬相通)

pursuits

In reference books he lists his leisure interests as “writing, science fiction”, with the comma separating the two pursuits.

put

There’s still an hour to put in (消磨) before the pubs open.

酒館開門前還有一小時的時間得設法消磨過去。

pyrotechnics

Despite such pyrotechnics (炫耀、出色表現), Manser was aware that, as he himself described it, his efforts were having “less than zero” effect where it counted － in Sarawak itself.

quote

quote something/someone out of context.

斷章取義

rattle

The most ardent pro-China “patriots” could come to blows with those they see as traitors, and China will be sure to rattle sabers (武力恫嚇).

rear

Mr. Bush scheduled more big set-piece speeches in the space of the week, preparing for his third televised address to the nation since the attacks, and looking ahead to his first speech to the United Nations, this weekend.  Bringing up the rear (作為殿後), Mr. Blair hosted a mini-summit of fellow European Union leaders in London before traveling to Washington.

regardless

The Saudis may fear an Iraqi democracy arising on their borders, but the kingdom is going to start liberalizing regardless.

religiose

religiose (adj)

篤信宗教的、過分虔誠的

religiosely (adv)

religiosity (n)

Encarta:
excessively, sentimentally, or affectedly


pious (disapproving)

religious

religious (adj)

十分認真的、嚴謹的、嚴格的

Encarta:
very thorough or conscientious.

e.g.
A religious attention to detail.

－
Be religious in one’s observance of rules and regulations.

不折不扣嚴守規章制度。

－
Work with religious care (exactitude)

十分細心(精確)地工作。

－
Religious devotion to duty.

極度忠於職守的精神。

remains

It seems like Gandhi’s great dream remains a dream.

rendezvous

Segar’s hope is that Manser will appear: this is the rendezvous (集合) spot mentioned in one of the Swiss friend’s last messages.

ring

The policeman felt that my story didn’t ring true.

警察覺得我的話聽起來不真實。

ringing

ringing (adj)

毫不含糊的、斷然的、明確的

e.g.
Make ringing endorsements of somebody’s character and competence.

對某人的品格和能力作出有力的保證。

－
Give ringing support to a cause.

roses

Europeans have long criticized Americans for their focus on consumerism.  It is ironic that after converting the European － and most of the rest of the world, for that matter － to the U.S. lifestyle, Americans are now taking time out to smell the roses.

roses

come out smelling of roses

出污泥而不染，保持清白。

rum

When Elizabeth became queen on the death of her father in 1952, her grandmother, a previous queen, had curtsied to her.  Did Margaret curtsy to her sister?  Presumably.  It seemed a rum (odd, out of ordinary古怪的)way to run a family.

salt

Worth one’s salt

(口)稱職的、勝任的、有能力的、值得尊敬的、值得付薪水的

salt

Take something with a grain/pinch of salt

對某件事持保留或懷疑的態度、半信半疑地

e.g.
She took the report with a grain of salt.

她對那項報告持懷疑的態度。
－
This calculation has to be taken with a pinch of salt.

salt

The salt of the earth

中堅份子、優秀份子

e.g.
You can trust them, for they are the salt of the earth.

你可以信賴他們，因為他們是社會的中堅。
saw

楊素笑著把那人送走了。

After a hearty laugh, Yang saw his guest on his way.

all at sea
I’m all at sea (茫然、不知所措) when people talk about abstract painting.

當人們談到抽象派繪畫時，我不知所云。

sell

Cry up wine and sell vinegar.

掛羊頭賣狗肉

set-piece

set-piece (adj)

事先精心策劃安排的

e.g.
A set-piece attack.

事先精心部署的進攻。

six

“Six of one and half dozen of another” (半斤八兩) was used to describe Milosevic’s and a British politician’s cross-examining each other at the Hague.


(c.f. When Greek meet Greek, then comes the tug of war)

slake

slake (vi/vt)

消解、平息、滿足(c.f. sate)

e.g.
Slake one’s thirst

解渴(quench)

－
The newspaper account will slake your curiosity.

報紙上的那篇報道將滿足你的好奇心。

sleight of hand

sleight of hand

1.
(變戲法、擊劍等時)手法敏捷

2.
戲法、把戲、花招

e.g.
This trick demands sleight of hand.

這套戲法要求手快。

－
Make a coin disappear by sleight of hand.

轉手便使一枚硬幣不見了。

－
Play sleight of hand with the public.

翻手為雲覆手為兩地戲弄公眾。

－
Deceive the voters with a (piece of) political sleight of hand

用政治花招欺騙選民。

sleight-of-hand

The notion that the euro would impel closer political integration was not spelled out when the members of the euro-zone first agreed to the idea of a single currency.  To suggest that it is now necessary is another example of the sleight-of-hand (花招、戲法) that has done so much to undermine popular faith in the European Union.

sleight-of-mouth

sleight-of-mouth

(口)巧舌如簧、詭辯

(c.f. fast-talk)

slugging

As Mr. Koizumi was slugging it out (奮力爭奪) for the LDP’s leadership in April, this complaint was on everyone’s lips.  The economy was slowing, the banks were in trouble again, and policymaking had all but come to a halt.  But the LDP seemed unable to see beyond its own petty, factional battles.  Mr. Koizumi’s cleverness has been to harness the voters’ dissatisfaction to his own battles within his party: he is using his personal mandate for change to take on the enemy within.

smack

smack (vi) (Encarta: Express something indirectly.)

e.g.
He would not leave because leaving might smack of flight.

他不願離去，因為離去或許會有逃走的意味。

－
His story smacks of exaggeration.

他講的情況有點兒誇張。

－
The whole thing smacks of showmanship, not grief.

這一切有點像做給人家看的，並非真的悲傷。

－
There is a smack of hypocrisy in his character.

他的個性有點虛偽。

－
An editorial that smacked of snobbery.
(驕傲自負、勢利)

-Anything that smacks (意味著) too obviously of acceptance of the status quo would in effect mark a victory for India, and a deep humiliation for Pakistan.

soul-search

soul-search (vt/vi)

深刻反省、自我剖析

sparingly

The country should be effective when deploying military or other power overseas, but should do so sparingly, and, only for limited periods of time.

spectre

Two men on a motorcycle shot dead government labour law adviser Marco Biagi on the street in the northern city of Bologna and raised the spectre of renewed urban terrorism.

speech

State of the Union speech/message

(美國總統向國會提出的)國情咨文

splash

In previous books and essays, notably “The Coming Anarchy”, he has made a splash (引起轟動、惹人注目) by dissenting from the general optimism that greeted the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of cold war.

sprightly

But the Queen Mother’s former subjects will be more likely to remember her as the sprightly (活力充沛的、快活的) Queen Mum who seemed almost a part of everyone’s family.

sputtering

……Bold talk, especially since both black empowerment and privatization are sputtering. (由於興奮及混亂而亂說)

stick-in-the-mud

But Kurosawa was no stick-in-the-mud. (無進取心的人)

stop

A scholar of the Qin Dynasty, who was fond of antiques, would stop at no price to obtain them.

秦朝有一士人，酷好古物，價雖貴必求之。

strings

Although Tanaka resigned as prime minister after a scandal in 1974, he continued to pull the strings behind the scenes.

stroke

Mr. Rawls’s classic account of justice as fairness had almost at a stroke (一舉、一下子)rescued political thought from the doldrums, making it serious and interesting again.

succour

Where now to take the war on terrorism.  The answer is easy: Saddam Hussein must go.  He succours (援助、幫助) terrorism.

tag

It makes it easy for people to tag (標籤) her (Arroyo) “arrogant” or “elitist”.

tempered

What ambitions I have must be tempered(受到限制) by business imperatives.

thankfully

The deeper economic downturn that many, including this newspaper, predicted after the bursting of America’s economic and financial bubble and the attacks on September 11th has thankfully been avoided.

time

Manser’s story is really the tale of the Penan, a people out of time (不合時宜、生不逢時的), the last hunter-gatherers in Asia.

tonic

A day in the country was a tonic (增強力量或恢復精力的東西) for him.

top

From top to toe

徹頭徹尾

e.g.
This is a cheating contract from top to toe.

variety

Fundamentalism of the Taliban variety threatens women first and eventually hurts everyone.

vaunt

vaunt (vt/n)

吹噓、自誇

e.g.
Make a vaunt of one’s own achievement.

venture

不入虎穴，焉得虎子。

－
Nothing venture, nothing gain.

－
He that would eat the fruit must climb the tree.

－
He who would search for pearls must dive below.

－
No pains, no gains.

－
No sweet without sweat.

very

They (Afghan women) have had to put up with terror their entire lives in their very homes and societies.

vocalizing

People are vocalizing concern about what happens if Japan creates a vacuum for China.

vocation

vocation (n)

天命、天職、使命

e.g.
Their dedication to the community is a living vocation.

他們獻身社會的公益精神乃履行天職的明證。

－
Being a husband and father is only one of many vocations of a married man.
身兼丈夫和父親僅是男子婚後的許多使命之一。

wager

The attendant was naturally skeptical and entered into a wager (打賭) with Hon Bai on the proposition, the loser having to treat the winner to a goodly feast.

warp

warp (vt/vi)

1.
變形、變彎曲
2.
使反常、使有偏見

e.g.
The door was warped and wouldn’t shut.

門翹曲了，關不上。

－
The dampness warped the floorboards.

潮濕使地板變得翹曲不平。

－
Years of living alone warped his personality.

長年累月的孤身生活使他的性情變得乖戾。

－
Judgement warped by self-interest.

私利導致的錯誤判斷。

－
His warped sense of patriotism caused him to see enemies everywhere.

他那偏執的愛國主義意識使他感到草木皆兵，處處是敵。

－
Histories are often warped by bias.

歷史向被偏見(所)曲解。

was

When George VI died in 1952 and his daughter Elizabeth became queen, the former queen became the Queen Mother.  She was still youngish and only halfway through what was to be a long life.

watch

Media baron, black-empower, golden boy of South African business and perhaps even president-in-waiting, Saki Macozoma is clearly a man to watch.  Once imprisoned by the apartheid regime, he has since raced up through the country’s corporate ranks, and recently landed the top job at NAIL, a leading black-owned company － though still a minnow next to the white-run mining giants.  Few would bet against his momentum carrying him much further yet.

water

Still water runs deep.

大智若愚

wear

Days wear on like years.

度日如年

wear

Better wear out than rust out.

與其閑死不如忙死

weather

A fair weather friend.

酒肉朋友

whined

“The law”, he whined (抱怨), “leaves me in a state of moral castration (喪失力量) which is almost inconceivable.

wind

Sow the wind and reap the whirlwind.

種下一惡必遭十倍的惡報，輕舉妄動必受其報。

wind

Take the wind out of someone’s sail.

冷不防使某人喪失優勢、使某人狼狽/泄氣、推敗某人的計劃

e.g.
His statement took a great deal of the wind out of her sails.

他的聲明使她大為狼狽。

－
I had made up my mind what I was going to say; but the news took the wind out of my sails.
我已決定將要說些什麼話，可這突如其來的消息打亂了我的計劃。

wind

Temper the wind to the shorn lamb.

體諒不幸者

wishful

A wishful thinking =fond dream

癡心妄想

wit

A fall into the pit, a gain in your wit.

吃一塹，長一智

wondrous

Jazz is the cultural “mixed-race” offspring of African and European-American cultures, a wondrous (令人讚嘆的) blend of the best elements of the two worlds.
world

If you had asked before September 11th what was the greatest threat to peace in the 21st century, the answer would have been the same as it is today: the spread of weapons of mass destruction.  But now there seems a world of difference.

world

There comes a time in the life of the average billionaire when money ceases to be important.  Suddenly it no longer seems to make the world go round.

worth

The game is not worth the candle.

得不償失

wrong

When he vanished, some suspected foul play: Manser had fallen on the wrong side of the logging interests in Borneo － who can be ruthless.  There was talk of a bounty (懸賞) on his head and suspiciously heavy movements of police and loggers in the area at the time of his disappearance.

yawningly

Our airpower is superb.  During World War II many bombs were dropped to hit an intended target.  In this war (the war waged by America in Afghanistan) the precision is yawningly (i.e. all too commonly) routine.
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